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103rd showcases C-130H capabilities integral to combat 
operations of tomorrow

As the U.S. Air Force rethinks what will be required to establish and maintain air 
dominance in an increasingly-complex global environment, 103rd Airlift Wing tacticians 
are playing a major part in developing the tactics, techniques and procedures that bring 
together unique C-130H capabilities with the emerging needs of the Combat Air Force.

The 103rd Airlift Wing recently joined the Missouri Air National Guard’s 139th Airlift 
Wing and Air Combat Command’s 1st Fighter Wing at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va. for 
�W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W���$�J�L�O�H�� �&�R�P�E�D�W���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���(�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�� �W�K�D�W���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&���������+��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���)���������5�D�S�W�R�U�����D���¿�I�W�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���¿�J�K�W�H�U���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W

“The intent of this is operating in a contested environment where we don’t have estab-
lished bases and infrastructure,” said Maj. Doug Ferro, 118th Airlift Squadron director of 
operations and C-130H pilot.

The U.S. Air Force’s Agile Combat Employment concept calls for collaboration across 
major commands to design and implement processes where aircraft can be resupplied 
�D�Q�G���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�X�V�W�H�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���O�D�U�J�H���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���,�Q�G�R���3�D�F�L�¿�F����
where access to established bases is limited.

The 103rd and 139th, both C-130H units representing Air Mobility Command, worked 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�����V�W���)�L�J�K�W�H�U���:�L�Q�J�����D�Q���)���������5�D�S�W�R�U���X�Q�L�W�����L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���O�H�J�D�F�\��
�&���������V���D�Q�G���¿�I�W�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���¿�J�K�W�H�U���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���$�&�(���P�R�G�H�O��

“In the scenario, we as mobility aircraft land, provide fuel, munitions, and maintenance 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���F�R�P�E�D�W���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���´���V�D�L�G���)�H�U�U�R�����³�:�H���U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�R�V�H���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W��
�D�W���D�Q���D�X�V�W�H�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���J�H�W���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W���T�X�L�F�N�H�U���´

The 103rd focused on the refuel operation while the 139th conducted the simulated 
munitions resupply.

In this “crawl phase” exercise, Ferro, Tech. Sgt. Trent Zanow, 118th Airlift Squad-
�U�R�Q���À�L�J�K�W���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�����D�Q�G���0�D�V�W�H�U���6�J�W�����.�K�D�O�H�H�I���*�U�D�K�D�P�����������W�K���$�L�U�O�L�I�W���6�T�X�D�G�U�R�Q���O�R�D�G�P�D�V�W�H�U����
helped develop a process checklist from a rough draft provided by Air Mobility Com-
mand.

“The idea behind the exercise was to identify the questions or the problems we might 
not necessarily think about before we actually try it operationally,” said Ferro.

�=�D�Q�R�Z���Z�D�V���S�U�L�R�U���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���D�U�H�D���U�H�I�X�H�O�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���)�$�5�3�����L�Q���K�L�V��

time with the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing HC-130s. This refu-
eling process is unique to Air Force Special Operations Command, and the 106th helped 
103rd crews practice their new refueling process leading up to the exercise.

The 103rd Logistics Readiness Squadron fuels section played a vital role in the exer-
�F�L�V�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����Z�L�W�K���7�H�F�K�����6�J�W�����+�H�Q�U�\���'�L�*�L�R�Y�D�Q�Q�L���D�Q�G���6�W�Du���6�J�W�����-�R�V�H���+�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�H�]���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���$�L�U���0�R�E�L�O�L�W�\���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G���I�X�H�O�V���W�H�D�P���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���$�&�(���U�H�I�X�H�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��

Ferro credited wing and AMC leadership for their support of this innovative exercise.
�³�7�K�H�\���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H�P���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´���V�D�L�G���)�H�U�U�R�����³�:�L�W�K��

the products they gave us, they asked us to tell them how to make it better.”
�$�L�U�P�H�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�G���W�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���K�H�O�S�V���O�D�\���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�\�S�H���R�I��

innovative thinking that may be required in a real-world scenario, said Ferro.
“This whole concept is predicated on minimal reach back to command and control,” 

said Ferro. “If it were happening for real and things are going wrong, we most likely will 
�Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���F�D�O�O���E�D�F�N���D�Q�G���D�V�N���K�R�Z���W�R���V�R�O�Y�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����Z�H���P�L�J�K�W���M�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���L�W��
out with the personnel on the ground.”

Ferro also credited the expertise of his 139th Airlift Wing counterpart, Maj. James 
�3�D�W�H�����L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�����3�D�W�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���À�H�Z���W�K�H���)���������5�D�S�W�R�U���D�Q�G���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���À�L�H�V���W�K�H���&���������+����
which brought a unique perspective into the scenario, said Ferro.

The 103rd plans to stay involved in the development of the C-130H Agile Combat 
Employment model, said Lt. Col. Joshua Linden, 118th Airlift Squadron navigator.

“The ‘walking’ iteration is going through the scenario at some semi-austere location 
where a fuel truck might not be there and you have to bring a bladder or aircraft bulk fuel 
distribution system,” said Linden. “The ‘running’ phase is where you bring everything 
into the scenario, and everybody has engines running.”

By helping to spearhead this Agile Combat Employment model, the 103rd has helped 
demonstrate the vital role of the C-130H and its unique tactical airlift capabilities in fu-
ture operations, said Ferro.

“I think the H model is highly capable in this scenario—it has the ability to operate in 
an austere location with more degraded systems and we can self-heal,” said Ferro. We 
�K�D�Y�H���À�L�J�K�W���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�Z���F�K�L�H�I�V���Z�K�R���F�D�Q���¿�[���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���P�L�J�K�W���J�R���Z�U�R�Q�J��
on the airplane in an austere location, which will allow us, and our Combat Air Force 
teammates, to continue operations.”

�6�W�D�‡���6�J�W�����6�W�H�Y�H�Q���7�X�F�N�H�U
�������U�G���$�L�U�O�L�I�W���:�L�Q�J���3�X�E�O�L�F���$�‡�D�L�U�V

�$���8���6�����$�L�U���)�R�U�F�H���)���������5�D�S�W�R�U���D�Q�G���D���&�����������+�H�U�F�X�O�H�V���V�L�W���R�Q���D�Q���D�L�U�¿�H�O�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���$�J�L�O�H���&�R�P�E�D�W���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���D�W���W�K�H���:�D�O�O�R�S�V���)�O�L�J�K�W���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���:�D�O�O�R�S�V���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�����-�D�Q�������������������������7�K�L�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���D�O�O�R�Z�V���R�X�U���$�L�U���)�R�U�F�H���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�L�U���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�H���E�\���D�G�D�S�W�L�Q�J���W�R���I�X�W�X�U�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������8���6�����$�L�U���)�R�U�F�H���S�K�R�W�R���E�\���6�H�Q�L�R�U���$�L�U�P�D�Q���0�D�U�F�X�V���0�����%�X�O�O�R�F�N��
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NOT FEELING LIKE
YOURSELF?

REACH OUT. STAY MISSION READY.

Military Life is Hard On Your 
Mind And Body
Even pain or trouble sleeping can hurt mission 
readiness. Talk to your health care provider if you 
feel unusually:
•	 Tired
•	 Stressed

•	 Angry
•	 Sad

•	 Forgetful
•	 Worried

•	 Pained
•	 Hopeless

Psychological Health Resource Center
Call/Chat with a health resource consultant 24/7 at 
866-966-1020 or realwarriors.net/livechat

Military Crisis Line
Call 800-273-8255 and press 1, text 838255 
or visit militarycrisisline.net/chat

realwarriors.net
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Kimberly Hoffman

Melody Baber

Kelly Strba

Linda Rolstone

Rich Timberlake

Jason Perry

Denton Gladden

SGT Jeovanny Ulloa

Michelle McCarty

Reisha Moffat

Scott McLaughlin

Ben Beaudry

Brian Deal

Lt Col Eric Wismar

Fausto Parra

Russell Bonaccorso

Jason Perry

Rich Timberlake

Kasey Timberlake

Laura Cohen

Linda Rolstone

103rd Airlift Wing:  100 Nicholson Road , East Granby, CT 06026                                                                                 

Niantic Readiness Center:  38 Smith Street, Niantic, CT 06357                                                                                     

Service Member and Family Support Center Staff Directory

William A. O’Neill Armory:  360 Broad Street, Hartford, CT 06105                                                                                  Open Monday-Friday

Middletown Armed Forces Reserve Center:  375 Smith Street, Middletown, CT 06457                                     

Windsor Locks Readiness Center:  85-300 Light Lane, Windsor Locks, CT 06096                                                   

At this time, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, offices are being staffed on a part-time basis. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.


